MEMORANDUM
TO:
Cohoctah Township Board
FROM:  Cathy E. Groce, Assessor
DATE:  July 14, 2011
RE:  Assessing Office Update
Assessing Data Verification:

     The State Tax Commission requires that 20% of a municipality be reviewed annually.  In Cohoctah, this review has been being accomplished by driving by properties and comparing the sketch from the road.  This seemed the most efficient for the assessing staff and it was also deemed less intrusive to the property owners.  However, Livingston County Equalization has stressed that this “drive-by” method would not be acceptable by the State Tax Commission’s (STC).  

Beginning in late-July, the assessing staff will start verifying measurements of improvements and requesting an interior review of the dwelling. In addition, the STC has the expectation that all fences and hard surface driveways are to be measured and valued. 


A letter will be sent to the property owners before we begin the on-site inspections. The residents do have the right to refuse both the interior and exterior inspection.  If a resident does refuse, we will ask that they sign a refusal form (see attached).  
Maps from Livingston County GIS:
     After attending a recent presentation at Livingston County, it was apparent that additional maps were needed in the assessing office to be in compliance with the STC guidelines.  The maps needed to comply with the STC include: Land Value Maps; Economic Condition Factor maps; Sale Maps for both improved and vacant land sales.  The cost of the maps varies and all efforts will be made to keep the costs to a minimum.
     Additionally, a project will also be undertaken this year to utilize the County’s GIS mapping to calculate all parcels that are classified as agricultural.  The assessing of agricultural land is done by valuing the by soil types (#1 through #8 soil).  Utilizing the maps produced by GIS will ensure accuracy and consistency between Equalization and the assessing office. 
     This project will cost the township $1.00 to $3.00 per parcel depending on the level of GIS’s involvement.  Cohoctah Township has 185 parcels that are classified as agricultural.
